PINK & BLUE
You have probably heard it said that men are from Mars and women are from Venus.  Every couple who has been together for any length of time knows that to be true.  Men and women are wired differently.  Generally speaking, women are more relational while men are more vocational.  Women respond more to touch while men respond more to sight.  Women tend to communicate more verbally, while men communicate more kinetically.  Neither gender is better or worse than the other, just different.  Dr. Emerson and Sarah Eggerichs, who conduct marriage seminars across the country, say that women are “Pink” and men are “Blue.”  Women look at the world with pink sunglasses and listen with pink hearing aids.  Men see their world through blue sunglasses and listen with blue hearing aids.
This difference in perspective has resulted in many failures to communicate in relationships.  We are often not on the same wavelength, because we are out of sync with each other.  That is why what may start out as a simple misunderstanding can escalate into a major argument.  Then we walk away wondering, “What just happened?”  This craziness frequently occurs because we think we know exactly what the other one is thinking and jump to conclusions (usually condemnation) because we are not looking at the situation through the other person’s lenses.  When we use our own gender’s method of decoding the other gender’s meaning, we can misinterpret their true motives.  Men and women may say the same words, but mean something entirely different by those words.  For instance, when a woman says “I have nothing to wear,” she means that she has nothing “new” to wear.  When a man says “I have nothing to wear,” he means that he has nothing “clean” to wear (Although this is not really a problem for most guys).  We both need to intentionally set aside a little time each day to listen to each other better.  This period should be free of distractions when we attempt to communicate.  Avoid, if possible, heavy discussions when one or both of you are not feeling well, when the kids are under foot, when the electronic devices are blasting and when just arriving home from a hard day’s work.
How did we end up as pink and blue?  Well, Moses wrote, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27).  In a sense, both males and females have a little of their Creator’s DNA.  However, they don’t share all of the same genes, even though they are created equal.  Each gender has a different set of dominant characteristics that come from a part of the Designer’s fingerprint.  God’s image is not all pink nor is it all blue.  It is the perfect balance of pink and blue; which happens to be purple, the color of royalty.  God is a protector (blue) but is also a nourisher (pink).  In this imperfect world, couples must work hard to find that balance between pink and blue.  Good marriages harness the strengths of both partners to cause a synergy that accomplishes more than either person could separately.  Now, what may be a strength in one gender on some occasions can become a weakness in other situations.  Women tend to be more sensitive while men compartmentalize.  Sometimes one is better than the other depending on the circumstances, but a family needs both strengths over time.  Remember, marriage is not a competition, it is complimentary.  The husband and wife complete each other, because each one brings different perspectives or colors to the table.  Therefore, let us recognize, appreciate and work patiently with the differences in each other.  It will make a big difference in our relationships!
