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Commander’s Message  
 

Aloha SOCPAC Ohana, 

And welcome to a fresh and newly formatted March edition of our Family 
Readiness Group Newsletter!  A big Mahalo to our coordinator, Angie Poulain, who 
breathes life into this newsletter every month to keep you best informed on 
family happenings and opportunities. 
 
Thanks to all who joined us at the Hickam Club on March 7th to help celebrate our 
annual award winners.  In a command full of exceptionally talented teammates, I 
am exceedingly proud of the three individuals and six teams recognized for 
outstanding performance accomplishing our mission and taking care of our 
people.  Individual awards highlighted a basic special operations belief:  one well-
trained person, entrusted to do the right thing at the right time and right place, 
can make a huge difference.  Our civilian of the year, Mr. Karl Carges, non-
commissioned officer of the year, Staff Sergeant Guy Jackson, and company 
grade officer of the year, Major Mike Rood, are extraordinary leaders who 
individually had a tremendous impact on mission accomplishment.  Special 
operations forces also believe in the power of combinations, and therefore we 
invest heavily in teams as our core organizational element to accomplish assigned 
objectives and achieve desired effects.  Our Administrative, Operations and 
Intelligence, Logistics, Plans and Policy, Communications, and Battle Staff teams 
of the year are comprised of multi-disciplinary leaders who overcame significant 
challenges and achieved lasting effects, often during time-compressed situations 
with periods of elevated stress.  Congratulations to all!     
 
Please dive into a myriad of opportunities to get to know other SOCPAC spouses 
while enjoying the beauty of Oahu!  Remember to mark your calendars for the 
Spouse's SOF capabilities demonstration on March 30th at Marine Corps Base 
Kaneohe Bay!  Over 30 spouses have registered, and there's room for more 
who'd enjoy learning more about our joint SOF tactical mission to include airborne 
operations and weapons qualification requirements (yes you get to shoot weapons 
on an official military range)!  And keep turning the pages for other opportunities 
like whale watching, new spouse orientation, newcomer's lunch, and family 
resources. 
 
Please join us in extending a huge Mahalo and fond farewell to Major Leah Boling, 
our command Chaplain!  Leah's selfless spirit, caring heart, sage advice, and 
continuous availability have endeared her to our Ohana.  Thank you for your quiet 
actions and devoted prayer on behalf of every family in this command.  You will 
be missed, and you will be remembered.  Leah, please remember you always 
have a home at SOCPAC! 
 
Finally, a special thank you to our spouses and families who are truly deserving of 
special recognition every day!  Mahalo for supporting your loved ones assigned to 
this command in so many ways! 
 
Norm and Lisa Brozenick 

https://www.my.af.mil/
http://www.us.army.mil/
http://www.marines.mil/Pages/Default.aspx
https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil/portal/home/home/Home?cacLogin=true
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  2011  
Special Operations Command, Pacific Annual Award Winners 

 
 

Civilian of the Year 
 

Mr. Karl Carges 
 

Company Grade Officer of the Year 
 

Major Michael Rood 
 

Enlisted Member of the Year 
 

Staff Sergeant Guy Jackson 
 
 

Administrative Team of the Year 
 

Chief Michael DeBar, Chief Rockford Burton,  
Ms. Laura Carpenter, Petty Officer David Lomeli,  

and Sergeant Jose Medrano 
 

Operations and Intelligence Team of the Year 
 

Captain Aaron Christian, Mr. Anthony Miccarelli,  
Mr. David Pound, Staff Sergeant Brian Caye,  

Mr. Peter DeLauzon, and Mr. David Song 
 

Logistics Team of the Year 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Mitchell Ybarra, Major Michael Rivera,  
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Jenkins,  

Captain Lance Church, and  
Senior Master Sergeant Darius Drummond 

 
 

Plans and Policy Team of the Year 
 

Mr. Philip Klapakis, Mr. William Moore,  
Major Suzanne Field, and Ms. Kimberly Tobin 

 
Communications Team of the Year 

 
Major Michael Rood, Senior Master Sergeant Marvina Harring,  

Petty Officer Robert Stalcup, Mr. Joel Beauregard,  
Mr. Mark Campos, Mr. David Owens, Mr. Vince Oue,  

Mr. Bryant Loria, and Mr. Mark Matsumoto 
 

Battle Staff Team of the Year 
 

Major James Ladd, Senior Chief Keola Firmin,  
and Master Sergeant Joseph Carpenter 
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Civilian of the Year 

Mr. Karl Carges 
 

 
Enlisted Member of the Year 
Staff Sergeant Guy Jackson 

 

 
Company Grade Officer of the Year 

Major Jason Hester, accepting on behalf 
of Major Michael Rood 

 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND, PACIFIC 
recognized its top service members and civilians of the 
year for their outstanding work at a ceremony held at 
Hickam AFB on March 7, 2012. 

As winners were announced, one by one, Commander 
Major General Norman J. Brozenick, Jr. and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Anthony A. Pettengill Sr. proudly 
congratulated the military troops and civilians as they 
made their way to the front of the room, amidst the 
applause and ovations from their peers, to receive their 
awards.  

Photos by CPO Jerel Jones, SOCPAC Public Affairs 
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Operations and Intelligence Team of the Year  

 

 
Logistics Team of the Year  

 

 
Plans and Policy Team of the Year 

 

 
Communications Team of the Year 

 

 
Administrative Team of the Year 

 

 
Battle Staff Team of the Year  
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Contact Us 

SOCPAC Website: 

www.socpac.socom.mil 

FRG Coordinator: 

angela.poulain.ctr@pacom.mil 

 

Other Resources 
Air Force Community 
www.afcommunity.af.mil 
Information and family 
readiness advice for Air Force 
families. 
 
Army Virtual Family 
Readiness Groups 
www.armyfrg.org 
Look up your unit or 
installation to see if there is a 
vFRG listed for your family 
readiness group. Also links to 
other FRG information. 
 
Marine Corps Community 
Services 
www.usmc-mccs.org 
The official Marine Corps site 
for Marine Corps families. 
Links to family readiness 
information and tips for 
getting involved. 
 
Marine Corps Family Team 
Building 
www.usmc-mccs.org/mcftb/ 
More information on this 
Marine Corps readiness 
training program. 
 
National Guard Family 
Program 
www.jointservicesupport.org 
Click on “Family Readiness” 
for information on family 
readiness groups.  This 
website includes many 
resources for Guard families. 
 
 

 

 

  Family Readiness Group 

 
 

  

Family Readiness Group Coordinator 
Tel: 808-477-7909 

Address: Bldg 20, 2nd Floor, Camp H.M. Smith 

Email  angela.poulain.ctr@pacom  

 
One of the goals for the FRG is to support our military mission through 
provision of support, outreach, and information to family members. Certain 
FRG activities are essential and include member meetings, staff and 
committee meetings, publication and distribution of newsletters, maintenance 
of updated rosters and readiness information, and e-mail distribution lists.   
If you and your family members would like to volunteer or learn more about 
the SOCPAC FRG please contact the FRG Coordinator. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
                                                               Please consider volunteering your time to help 

with the activities that the FRG supports 
throughout the year.  

In addition, if you would like to volunteer for the 
FRG Leader or Secretary position, simply call or 
email the family readiness coordinator. 

We would love to have you join our great 
team of volunteers! 
   

 

The pineapple has served as a symbol of 
hospitality and warm welcome through the history 
of the Americas and along with the pineapple 
motif “welcome”… the SOCPAC Family Readiness 
Group extends a warm Aloha and Welcome to all 
our newly arrived SOCPAC teammates and family 
members! 
 
All SOCPAC spouses are invited to join us at our 
monthly spouse socials.  We meet on the third 
Thursday of every month for a variety of 
activities, food and conversation.  It’s an informal 
time where we catch up with each other and learn 
about the month's activities. Socials are hosted by 
another SOCPAC spouse and the camaraderie is 
priceless! 
 
Please contact our spouse social coordinator,  
Dee Dee Grzeszczak at equiback@aol.com for 
more information or to host one of the monthly 
socials. 

 

 

 

http://www.socpac.socom.mil/
mailto:angela.poulain.ctr@pacom.mil
http://www.afcommunity.af.mil/
http://www.armyfrg.org/
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/mcftb/
http://www.jointservicesupport.org/
mailto:angela.poulain.ctr@pacom
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Military One Source 

This free 24-hour service 
is available to all active 
duty, Guard, and Reserve 
members (regardless of 
activation status) and their 
families.  Consultants 
provide information and 
make referrals on a wide 
range of issues.  Free 
face-to-face counseling 
sessions (and their 
equivalent by phone or 
online) are also available.  
Call 1-800-342-9647 or to 
learn more go to 
www.militaryonesource.mil 

 

Military Family Life 
Consultant Program  

The MFLC Program 
provides non-medical 
counseling to families 
through outreach, psycho-
educational presentations 
and individual, couple, 
family and group 
interventions. These 
interventions build 
resilience and 
psychological hardiness 
while normalizing the 
range of reactions that 
occur as part of the cycle 
of deployment to combat 
zones and reintegration 
with families and 
communities. 
 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor 
and Hickam MFLC: 
808-221-1341 or 
808-221-0238 
 
Schofield & Fort Shafter 
MFLC: 
808-222-7088 

New Spouse Orientation Opportunities 
 
Each branch of the armed forces offers orientations for new spouses. These 
programs introduce participants to the military lifestyle while offering specific 
information about customs, tradition, mission, and available resources.  If 
you are a new spouse and would like to learn more, please contact the family 
readiness coordinator. 
 

• U.S. Army Family Team Building 

• U.S. Air Force Heart Links Military Spouse 101 

• U.S. Marine Corps L.I.N.K.S. (Lifestyle, Insights, Networking, 

Knowledge, and Skills) 

• U.S. Navy COMPASS 

Family Support Service Web Sites 
 
There are also numerous support services available for service members and 
their families. You can learn what's available to you and your spouse by 
visiting your family support service Web site.  

• U.S. Air Force Crossroads (http://www.afcrossroads.com) 

• U.S. Marine Corps Community Service (http://www.usmc-mccs.org) 

• U.S. Navy Fleet and Family Support Centers 
(http://www.ffsp.navy.mil) 

 
• U.S. Army Hawaii Community Service 

(http://www.MWRarmyhawaii.com) 
 

Free Newcomers Luncheon 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Joint Base Pearl Harbor/Hickam 

THE NEWCOMERS LUNCHEON 
is held monthly at the Tradewinds 
Enlisted Club/J.R. Rockers and is 
open to all personnel on PCS orders 
(including family members on PCS 
orders) during the first three months 
of arrival. 

http://www.militaryonesource.mil/
http://www.afcrossroads.com/
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/
http://www.ffsp.navy.mil/
http://www.mwrarmyhawaii.com/
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Mark your 
calendars now for 

attending the 
2012 SOCPAC 

Holiday Party on 

Nov 30th! 

SOCPAC Holiday Party  
It’s never too early in the year to plan for another spectacular SOCPAC 
Holiday Party.  This year’s venue will be located in the beautiful Hale Koa 
Luau Garden in Waikiki.  Please help us by sharing your ideas and 
suggestions. 
 
Throughout the year, we will be highlighting opportunities to volunteer during 
fundraisers or make donations.  Any way you can contribute is most 
appreciated! 
 
The POC for this year’s Holiday Party is  
LCDR Thomas Jenkins / SOJ4 /  477-4243 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
 
 

Whale Watching Brunch Spouse Social 
 
The date for the whale watching brunch hosted by Shanon Chorzelewski is 
rescheduled for March 22, 9am – 11am. 
 
All SOCPAC spouses are invited to attend.  RSVP to Shanon Chorzelewski / 
chorzes@yahoo.com / 808-554-1629 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spouse’s SOF Capability Demonstration 
 
SOCPAC is hosting its very first “Spouses’ Special Operations Forces (SOF) 
Capability Demonstration” on Friday, March 30, 2012. 
 
The event will provide spouses the opportunity to learn more about SOCPAC 
Operations and what their Soldier, Sailor, Marine, and Airmen experience 
during their training and deployment exercises. 
 
Some of the scheduled events include parachute operations, static displays, 
and a rare opportunity to fire the M4 weapon system.  All this and more! 
 
 
 
 
RSVP & More Information: 
 
Mrs. Angie Poulain, Family Readiness Coordinator 
808-477-7909 / angela.poulain.ctr@pacom.mil 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chorzes@yahoo.com
mailto:angela.poulain.ctr@pacom.mil
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER:  “Just Do It” by Ch (Maj) Leah Boling 
 

Have you seen the television commercial awhile back where the employees were on the floor ideating?   It 
seems to me, even though I only have to write an article once a month, I am always ideating about what to 
write ahead of time.  Sometimes an incident at work or in my everyday life will provide me the inspiration 
to write an article while other times my husband will give me suggestions.  For this article, he suggested I 
write about a popular song in the 70s entitled “Living Next Door To Alice.”  I wasn’t familiar with the 
song so I ideated about his suggestion for a mere second or two and thought against it.  Instead, I went 
with this. 
 
Did you ever watch KHNL’s John Fink’s “Think About It” segment?  One segment focused on how we 
can be of service to our fellow men and women serving overseas in the war effort.  He challenged viewers 
that regardless of what we each feel personally about the war, we need to be supportive of the men and 
women there doing their job.  Mr. Fink said a small effort on our part here can make a tremendous impact 
on those soldiers.  He concluded the segment by saying “Act now, don't just think about it.”  In other 
words, he said don’t ideate anymore, just do it. 
 
Former President Bill Clinton was on the Oprah show and discussed his new book “Giving.”  During the 
interview, he mentioned he didn’t like to have meetings to talk about the problems. Instead, he liked to 
have meetings to solve problems-- not just talk about them. Again, we are challenged to act and not just 
think. 
 
My husband, who works at the base library, was faced with a situation where he had to not just think, but 
act quickly as well.  He was shelving books when he noticed someone reading classified material.  Due to 
his background in Intel, he didn’t have to “Think About It” very long—he knew the right thing to do was 
to contact the OSI at Hickam.  My husband did his job and the OSI did their part. They caught the guy 
and investigation ensued.  What would have happened if my husband just thought about what he was 
supposed to do and not act on it?  I don’t know if my husband stopped a major disaster from happening or 
not.  I do know that he received an award for that act.   
 
Several years ago, 9/11 hit us hard as individuals and as a nation.  On that fateful morning, Michael 
Tuohey “stared the devil in the eyes and didn’t recognize him.”  Mr. Touhey worked at the airport in 
Maine where two of the hi-jackers started their journey.  He knew something was not right with these two 
men, but didn’t act upon his gut feelings.  To be fair to Mr. Touhey, at the time there were no procedures 
or protocols in place to report “gut feelings.”  However, knowing what we know now, just ideating about 
what to do would not have been the best choice. 
 
As I sit here typing this article, I am also listening to the songs we have on our computer.  Without 
realizing it, the song “Living Next Door To Alice” started playing.  I paused to listen and then googled the 
lyrics.  As I read the lyrics and listened to the song, I understood what the singer was trying to impart to 
the listeners.  He had been living next door to Alice for 24 years, but he never got up the nerve to tell her 
how he felt about her.  Now that she left, the chance was gone.  Sadly, another woman living next door to 
him felt about him the same way he felt about Alice.  And like him, she didn’t do anything about it.  
Imagine, three lives ideating, but never acting.  
 
Is there something in your life you are thinking about, but not sure how to act on it?  This may be the time 
to just do it!    


